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Seeing Off a Friend:

Memories of Prof. Wing-Shing Tang’s Commitment and Legacy

in East Asian Critical Geography

Bae-Gyoon PARK*

When Professor Wing-Shing Tang passed away sud-
denly and I was asked to write something to share my
memories of him, what I realised was that I was not
ready to say goodbye to him yet. I was so embarrassed as
I tried to recall the past to come up with fond memories
and recollections of him, but came up with nothing, as
if I was facing a blank slate. Since I first met Professor
Wing-Shing Tang at the 2nd EARCAG meeting in Hong
Kong in 2001, I must have met him at least 10 times in
various situations such as academic discussions, business
meetings, or sharing delicious foods, so why couldn’t 1
recall any specific memories? I now regret that I was not
able to attend the EARCAG-GPE workshop, which was
held in Hong Kong last December, thinking that if I had
attended the workshop and met Professor Wing-Shing
Tang there, I would have been able to recall more vivid
and specific memories of him.

In any case, my general recollection of Professor
Wing-Shing Tang is that he was always kind, thoughtful,
and very committed to EARCAG. In particular, his sense
of commitment and balance during EARCAG’s import-
ant business meetings was an important reason for my
respect for him. Whenever we were faced with difficult
situations where decisions could not be made easily due
to differences in positions, Professor Wing-Shing Tang
always showed a balanced attitude of looking at the big
picture and a long, broad stance and attitude of looking
at the whole rather than individual personal interests. As
someone who was the youngest member of the EAR-
CAG Steering Committee for more than a decade until
the mid-2010s, I always admired this attitude and felt
that I could rely on him as a big brother.

The next thing I would like to remember about Pro-
fessor Wing-Shing Tang is that whenever he had the op-
portunity to meet and talk with me personally, he always
told me that we should not uncritically import Western
theories to explain East Asian urban and regional prob-
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lems, but should develop our own theories and concep-
tual frameworks based on East Asian experiences. Based
on this awareness of the problem, he adopted the theories
of Western critical spatial thinkers such as Lefebvre to
a certain extent, but applied Eastern philosophy based
on the logic of yin and yang to create a new conceptual
framework to explain urban problems in China and Hong
Kong. It does not matter how successful these efforts
were academically. I admire his fearlessness and bold-
ness in attempting such an endeavour, and I think this is
the path that future scholars in East Asia who study and
practice critical geography should follow.

Professor Wing-Shing Tang’s contribution to the de-
velopment of critical urban and regional studies in East
Asia is indescribable, and he will forever be remembered
in our hearts.
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